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Cameroon. Thoughts and Memories
Ethnological Research in Oku and Kembong 1975-2005

In this volume, which features an abundance of excellent color illustrations, Hans-Joa-
chim Koloss describes the circumstances and settings of his research. His fieldwork
largely focused on the secret societies. Hence, an enthralling story unfolds which is not
only about the everyday events and problems faced by the researcher, but also about
the almost unlimited support granted him by the dignitaries. The comprehensive
material collected in the course of his research — particularly on the monarchical and
egalitarian as well as the religious traditions — lent itself as a basis for a discussion not
only of specific aspects of modern fieldwork theory, but also of the results gained by
other fieldworkers in Oku. This is the final volume of his Cameroon trilogy. It has been
preceded by the volumes World-View and Society in Oku (Cameroon) (2000) and Traditional
Institutions in Kembong (Cameroon) (2008).

In diesem mit exzellenten Farbabbildungen ausgestatteten Band beschreibt Hans-Joa-
chim Koloss die Hintergriinde seiner Forschungsarbeiten im Bereich der Geheimbiin-
de. So entsteht eine spannende Geschichte, die von den alltdglichen Ereignissen und
Schwierigkeiten sowie von der Unterstiitzung durch die Wiirdentrager berichtet. Das
umfangreiche Forschungsmaterial legte es nahe, sich auf dieser Basis mit bestimmten
Aspekten der modernen Feldforschungstheorie sowie sich mit den Ergebnissen ande-
rer Feldforscher in Oku auseinanderzusetzen. Das Buch bildet den Abschluss seiner
Kamerun-Trilogie mit den Vorgdngerbdnden World-View and Society in Oku (Cameroon)
(2000) und Traditional Institutions in Kembong (Cameroon) (2008).
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The religious world-view in Oku forms the basis for all
social and political institutions and encompasses also the
moral values and cultic activities. It is the ancestors who
determine the fate of mankind and whose laws have only
one purpose: to foster a community that lives in peace.
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Beihefte zum Baessler-Archiv, Beiheft 11
240 pages with 261 illustrations in color
and 2 maps

Brochure € 69,00 (D)
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In African egalitarian societies it is the council of the
people in which all significant decisions are taken. In spite
of all modern influences Kembong has kept a lot of tradi-
tional institutions: the egalitarian system itself, but also its
secret societies, magical medicines and the famous masks.
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