MITTEILUNGEN

DES DEUTSCHEN ARCHAOLOGISCHEN INSTITUTS

ATHENISCHE ABTEILUNG

BAND 133 - 2018

\,7:'
M

GEBR. MANN VERLAG - BERLIN




VIIL, 294 Seiten mit 131 Abbildungen

HERAUSGEBER

Katja Sporn und Reinhard Senff

Deutsches Archéologisches Institut, Abteilung Athen
Fidiou 1

10678 Athen

Griechenland

WISSENSCHAFTLICHER BEIRAT

Martin Bentz, Bonn
Emanuele Greco, Athen
Klaus Hallof, Berlin

Antoine Hermary, Marseille
Wolf Koenigs, Miinchen
Joseph Maran, Heidelberg
Sarah Morris, Los Angeles
Aliki Moustaka, Thessaloniki
Andrew Stewart, Berkeley

© 2018 by Gebr. Mann Verlag - Berlin

ISSN: 0342-1295
ISBN: 978-3-7861-2819-9

Umschlagbild: Naxos: Pyrgos Chimarrou von Siiden 1994 (Foto: Paros-Naxos-Archiv des Lehr-
stuhls fiir Baugeschichte der TUM; s. S. 219)

Einbandgestaltung: U. Thaler, S. Hoffmann
Satz: www.wisa-print.de
Druck und Verarbeitung: druckhaus kéthen GmbH & Co. KG - Kothen

Alle Rechte, insbesondere das Recht der Vervielféltigung

und Verbreitung sowie der Ubersetzung, vorbehalten.

Kein Teil des Werkes darf in irgendeiner Form durch Fotokopie,
Mikrofilm usw. ohne schriftliche Genehmigung des Verlages
reproduziert oder unter Verwendung elektronischer Systeme
verarbeitet, vervielfiltigt oder verbreitet werden.

Beziiglich Fotokopien verweisen wir nachdriicklich auf §§ 53, 54 UrhG.

Printed in Germany

Printed on fade resistant and archival quality paper (PH 7 neutral) - tcf



A Late Helladic III A1 deposit from
Kontopigado, Alimos and processes of
Mycenaeanization at Athens

KonsTANTINA KAZA-PAPAGEORGIOU — ELEFTHERIA KARDAMAKI

Ein Spathelladisch-III-A1-Befund aus Kontopigado, Alimos, und Prozesse der Mykenisierung in Athen

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG Ausgrabungen in Kontopigado, Alimos, haben bedeutende neue Anhaltspunkte
fiir die in stratifizierten Siedlungsbefunden in Attika und Siidgriechenland selten zu fassende Keramikpha-
se SH III A1 erbracht, die hier detailliert besprochen werden. Das Warenspektrum der bei der Auffiillung einer
flachen Grube deponierten Keramik steht in deutlichem Kontrast zu dem der anschliefenden mykenischen
Besiedlungsphasen. Am auffalligsten ist das fast ausnahmslose Fehlen von mit Mustern bemalter mykenischer
Keramik, einer Gattung, die in der Phase SH III A1 andernorts bereits gangig war. Im Vergleich mit der in der
unmittelbar anschlieffenden Phase verwendeten Keramik sind Verdnderungen zu beobachten, die im Hinblick
auf den allgemeinen Prozess der Mykenisierung diskutiert werden. Ferner ist festzustellen, dass sich verschie-
dene regionale Eigenheiten der SH III A2- und SH III B-Keramik in Athen entweder seit SH III A1 ungebrochen
fortsetzten oder Eingang in die neu entstehenden Stile fanden.

Schlagworter  Kontopigado; Akropolis; SH III Al; polierte Keramik; Mykenisierung.

ABSTRACT Important new evidence for the pottery phase LH III Al, rarely represented in stratified set-
tlement deposits in Attica and southern Greece, has come from the excavations in Kontopigado, Alimos; it is
discussed here in detail. The pottery, part of a dump discarded in a shallow pit, is characterized by a variety
of wares and contrasts strongly with pottery traditions on the site in the subsequent Mycenaean occupation
phases. The most striking feature is the almost complete absence of Mycenaean pattern painted pottery, a ware
that by LH III A1 was already common in many regions. The changes observed in the pottery consumed in the
immediately following phase are discussed with regard to the general processes of Mycenaeanization. More-
over, several regional features, characteristic of the LH III A2 and LH III B pottery at Athens, were continued
from LH IIT A1 either unchanged or were integrated into the new styles.

Keywords ~ Kontopigado; Acropolis; LH III A1; burnished pottery; Mycenaeanization.

Eva votepoeAAadko 1T Al evonua and to Kovtomyado, otov AAo, kat diaducaoieg
EKHLKNVATIOHOV otV ABnva

IMEPIAHYH Ot avaokadés oto Kovtomyado, otov AALpo, avédetéav véa onuavtikd otolyela e omnd-
VI aQVTLITIEOOWTELOUEVNG keQaptkn)g Gaong YE III Al o0& 0TQwHATOYQADUEVA OUKIOTIKE EVONHATO TTOV
Boébnrav omv Atttk kat otnv Notix EAAGda. Lroxela, ta omolae oxoAxlovtat edw Aemtopeows. To
€0Q0G TWV KEQAHLKWYV AVTUKELUEVWY TIOV EVATIOTEONKAV OTO YEULOUA £VOS QNXOU ARKKOU €QXETAL O€ Aille-
on avtiBeon pe Tic akdAovBeg puknvaikéc owklotucés paoels. To mo €kONAO XaQAKTNOLOTIKO elvaL 1) OXe-
00V xwolg eEailpean EAAel)n LUKNVAIKNG KEQAKNG OLKOOUNEVTG He HoTiPa, evdg eldovg, To oTolo otV
¢domn YE III Al rjtav 1101 ovvnOouévo oe dAAec megroxés. Ot magatnoovueves dapopés oe oVYKQLOT) U
TNV KEQALKT), OTIWS XONOLUOTIOLE(TAL 0TV AHECWS eMOUEVT) PAOT) NG, ovlnTiovvTaL AapPavovtag Loy
NV YeVIKOTEQN dtadikaoia Tov ekpuknvaiopov. Erumpoofeta, diamiotwvetat 0t ddPooa TOTUKA XaQX-
ktnototucd g YE I A2 kot YE III B kepapknic otnv ABnva elte ovveyiCovv adiaomaota arto tnv YE I Al
elTe ELOAYOVTAL 08 KALVOVQLEG TEXVOTQOTILEG.

Nééec-kAeoie Kovrormyado. AdmoAn. YE III Al, ZtiAPwuévn kegapuy). Expuknvaiouoc.
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INTRODUCTION

The following paper discusses a group of LH III A1 vessels and sherds from the Mycenaean
settlement at Kontopigado, in the northeastern part of the area known as Trachones and ly-
ing 5 km south of the Athenian Acropolis'. The LH III A1 pottery assemblage was discovered
within a shallow pit cut in the bedrock in the eastern part of the settlement (Building Com-
plex II)*. The excavation there yielded layers of the EBA and LBA periods, but the architec-
tural remains were in a poor state of preservation due to soil erosion. From the Mycenaean
structures, the walls of an elongated building with a northwest-southeast orientation and
subdivided into rooms has survived, but no substantial floor deposits were discovered. Lat-
er Mycenaean walls, assigned to structures with different orientation, appear to exist as well.

The LH IIT A1 pottery discovered in the rock-cut pit (Pit VIII) represents a homogenous
group basically without later contamination. Although the deposit cannot be readily con-
nected to any house remains, it is of no less significance, as it allows us to trace the earliest
Mycenaean occupation at the site to the beginning of the 14" century. Moreover, it adds im-
portant new knowledge to the understanding of a phase still very little known from settle-
ment contexts and it helps us reconstruct the development of the pottery production in the
wider region of Athens or Attica during 14" century B.C. The new deposit is characterized
by a wide range of wares and fabrics of local and non-local provenance, quite unknown at
this level of quantity from later phases of occupation at the site. One striking aspect is the
extreme rarity, perhaps even absence, of the pattern painted Mycenaean pottery: this seems
to have played no significant role in the assemblage under discussion, contrary to what is
known from contemporary settlements in other regions®.

BUILDING COMPLEX II

The Building Complex II extends over the southeastern part of a hill largely disturbed by
the modern construction of roads (e.g. Vouliagmeni Avenue; fig. 1)*. On the remaining part
of the hill, where Building Complexes I and II are located, a 2-3 m thick fill had accumu-

The authors would like to thank the director Stella Chry-
soulaki and the staff of the Ephoreia of the Piraeus for
their support and help through our study. The authors
have benefited from fruitful discussions with Jerry Rut-
ter and Vasco Hachtmann and for this we would like
to express our warmest thanks. The study of the mate-
rial was made possible through the generous support of
INSTAP (The Institute for Aegean Prehistory). For the
difficult task of improving our English we are greatly
indebted to Don Evely. Last but not least, we are grate-
ful to the anonymous reviewers who helped us improve
our paper with their useful comments and suggestions.

The following abbreviations are used throughout the
paper, in addition to those commonly employed under

DAI guidelines:

AAS . . . Atomic absorption spectroscopy
NAA. . . Neutron activation analysis
EH . . . . Early Helladic

MH . . . Middle Helladic

LH. . .. Late Helladic

EBA . . . Early Bronze Age

MBA. . . Middle Bronze Age
LBA . . . Late Bronze Age

! Trachones is a toponym mainly known from the
ancient theater of Euonymos, see Hope-Simpson —
Dickinson 1979, 206 F15, and the more extensive
bibliography in Kaza-Papageorgiou et al. 2011, 197
n. 2. At two places at Kontopigado, both on the west
axis of Vouliagmeni Avenue and 300 m apart from
each other, residential and workshop remains were
discovered during rescue excavations by the Archae-
ological Service. See Kaza-Papageorgiou 1987, 68 f.;
Kaza-Papageorgiou 1993, 66-69 figs.2. 3; Kaza-
Papageorgiou 2001-2004, 465-467. See also Kaza-
Papageorgiou et al. 2011; Kaza-Papageorgiou — Kar-
damaki 2012; Kaza-Papageorgiou — Kardamaki 2014;
Kaza-Papageorgiou — Kardamaki 2017; Kaza-Papa-
georgiou 2016, 94-96. 100—113; Kardamaki 2012/2013,
47-55.
Kaza-Papageorgiou — Kardamaki 2012, 145 plan 1.
® See French 1964 (Atreus Bothros, Mycenae);
Martin 1992 (Nichoria); Frizell 1980 (Asine, LH
II C/LH III Al); Catling 2009a and b (Menelaion,
LHII C/LH III A1); Vitale 2013 (Mitrou). For discus-
sion, see Kardamaki 2017.
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Vouliagmenis Avenue

Fig.1 Building Complex II with Mycenaean houses (M1-M4) and Pit VIII under Room M3

lated from the construction works of the adjacent modern roads. After the removal of this
fill, a 20—40 cm thick layer, containing mainly Mycenaean as well as EH and a very few
Classical sherds, came to light. This had covered the Mycenaean and EH wall remains that
appeared at approximately the same level. The latter walls are mainly preserved in the
northeastern and southeastern part of the Building Complex I, whereas its central part is oc-
cupied by buildings of the Mycenaean period. Some of the EH walls seem to have been used
also during the LBA. Thus, the earliest occupation in the area is represented by the EH I fill
of a stream, partly artificially aligned, and a series of pits (Pits I. III) opened in the previ-
ously leveled natural bedrock. Besides pottery, the EH I fill contained obsidian blades and
cores, as well as metallurgical objects (a mold), suggesting that during this period workshop
activities took place on the hill>. The EH II wall remains that succeeded the filling in of the
stream and the pits seem to belong to houses: there is evidence here for the use of seals®.

At Kontopigado, MBA pottery is sparse; the same is true for the LH II pottery. A dense
occupation is attested again only from the 14" century B.C. (LH III A) onwards down to
LH III C Early 17. Although the whole area belonged to the Euonimos deme and was occu-

4

Kaza-Papageorgiou 1993, 66-69 figs. 2. 3; Kaza-Papa-
georgiou 2006, 31-34.

The importation and processing of obsidian has been
postulated also for Ayios Kosmas (Mylonas 1959, 15.
162 £.)

CMS 'V, Suppl. 3, 2, no. 306.

For LH III A2, see Kaza-Papageorgiou — Kardamaki
2017, 43 fig.28; 49-51 fig.29. 52. There are various
room deposits from different building phases that
have been assigned to LH III C Early 1 (see Kaza-
Papageorgiou — Kardamaki 2017, 3042 figs. 21-27).

Some sherds that could date to LH III B appear main-
ly in fills or floors (Kaza-Papageorgiou — Kardamaki
2014, 86 fig. 17, 36. 37; 89; Kaza-Papageorgiou — Kar-
damaki 2017, 34 fig. 21, 55; 35 fig. 22, 71) but layers as-
signed exclusively to LH III B1 or LH III B2 based on
the criteria from the Argolid have not been identified.
This has been interpreted as evidence for the exist-
ence of regional styles throughout the greater part of
LHIIB - and even LH III A2 — rather than an occupa-
tional hiatus (Kaza-Papageorgiou — Kardamaki 2017,
61-66).

1994]1S 1leunon
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pied again from the 8™ century, the hill of Building Complexes I-II was not used for habita-
tion in the Classical period.

THE STRATIGRAPHY

During the LBA, there are three building phases in the Building Complex II (fig. 1). To the
latest one belong the remains of a small room (M4) whose walls rest on a fill extending to
the north and covering the walls of the elongated Building M3. Further to the north the re-
mains of two other rooms — M1 and M2 — exist, of which M2 belongs to an earlier phase than
Building M3. The latter structure has an internal subdivision, creating rectangular rooms of
roughly equal (?) size (Rooms M3a—M3v). The exterior walls of M3 and M1 rest on the natu-
ral bedrock, but their partition walls are placed on top of a fill (see below; fig. 2, 2). The layer
that covered the walls and rooms of Building M3 (in the interior of the rooms up to a level
of approximately 10 cm below the preserved surface of the partition walls) was in parts very
hard and contained a large amount of pottery, mainly fragmented. The latest pottery dates
to LH III B or LH III C Early, but many sherds have been assigned also to LH III A2 (basket
136). Under this layer and close to the southeast end of Room M35, a structure consisting of
stone slabs appeared: it was resting on a roughly triangular stone foundation with rounded
corners (fig. 1). There is no evidence of how the stone slabs were used, but this structure
possibly marks the level of the original and now lost floor of Room M3 (fig. 1). The stone
foundation and partition walls of Building M3 were enveloped in a 35 cm-thick layer con-
sisting of a large amount of well-packed small stones, red soil and a very large number of
sherds (fig. 2, 2). The pottery from this fill (baskets 156. 157) dates to LH III A2, but is pos-
sibly contaminated with later material. This very same fill was also detected within some
rock cut pits under Rooms M1-M3y (Pits II. VL. VII. VIII). However, in case of Pit VIII under
Room M3 this fill was observed only in the higher parts of the pit: it sealed the LH IIT A1l
pottery deposit that will be presented below. Pit VIII has an irregular form: it measures
roughly 5 m? in area, with almost vertical sides to the north and west. Across the east side of
the pit runs a narrow groove in the bedrock that is almost 50 cm deeper than the rest of the
bottom surface of the pit (figs. 1. 2, 1). The fill of Pit VIII represents the only LH III A1 closed
deposit discovered thus far in Kontopigado.

THE POTTERY

A total of 155 diagnostic pottery sherds and vessels was recorded from the bottom and
lower levels of Pit VIII. The contents of the pit were collected in nine pottery baskets but
there was no differentiation in the soil®. Parts of 18 vessels (11.6 % of the total) consist of
sherds exhibiting joins between these nine pottery baskets, whereas 17 further such cases
(11 % of the total) had joins with sherds from higher levels. The latter phenomenon rather
suggests that the fill of the pit originally had a greater depth and that its higher levels were
disturbed in the course of later activities. Special mention is made of pottery basket 349 that
comes from the highest part of the LH III A1 deposit. The presence of fine plain Mycenaean
sherds here appears to be more frequent than usual, which indicates that basket 349 prob-
ably contains some later material. Many of the fragmentary vases preserve a good part of

8 Basket nos. 300. 326. 347. 348. 349. 350. 353. 354. 355.
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Fig. 2

1. Pit VIII after excavation
from west (in the center of
the photo) —

2. North wall of M3« rest-
ing on the layer with small
stones and red soil that
covered the pits under the
Mycenaean building

their original profile; indeed four vessels are almost wholly mended or preserve their full
profile (figs. 4, 31; 5, 32; 6, 56). Of the total, 21 % is made up from small sherds and another
16 % by bigger pieces’. Almost 19 % of the rim fragments (86) preserve more than 20 % of
their rim circumference. The majority of the pottery shows traces of abrasion from use on
the exterior rim, exterior and interior base and once on the exterior belly where was the
maximum diameter. The traces of wear take the form of small vertical and parallel scratch-
es'?. Based on the above, it seems possible that a large part of the material had been in use
at the time of its deposition. The largest part of the material comes from open vases (56 % of

° For the differentiation between small (<5 cm), me- 10 Cf. Lis 2013, 9 fig. 2, 4; 9 for similar scratches on ves-
dium (5-10 cm) and big (> 10 cm) sherds, see Stock- sels from Lefkandi, Phase 1a that can be associated
hammer 2008, 70. with the function of scooping.





