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Neue Perspektiven einer Ethnologie des Sports

Juliane Müller
Institut für Ethnologie, LMU München, Oettingenstr. 67, D-80538 München

Christian Ungruhe
Section of Sport Science, Aarhus University, Dalgas Avenue 4, 8000 Aarhus C, Denmark

Christian Peter Oehmichen
Institut für Sportwissenschaften, Goethe-Universität Frankfurt, Ginnheimer Landstraße 39, 
D-60487 Frankfurt am Main

1  Einleitung

Wenige Phänomene, so scheint es, blieben für hiesige Ethnolog*innen über lange Zeit 
so exotisch und kulturell fremd wie der Sport. Von den Arbeiten Einzelner abgesehen, 
fristete die ethnologische Auseinandersetzung mit Sport daher ein Schattendasein. An-
dere Sozialwissenschaften haben sich dem Thema seit längerem angenommen. In Zeiten 
einer annähernd globalen Perzeption von Sport werden in Disziplinen wie der Sozio-
logie oder der Politikwissenschaft insbesondere auch soziale Transformationen durch 
Sport sowie moderne Phänomene wie Spielertransfers oder Großereignisse untersucht 
– trotz eines Plädoyers des Sportwissenschaftlers Jörg Thiele (2005) in der Regel aber 
ohne einen ethnographischen Fokus, der sowohl die Akteurs- als auch die strukturelle 
Ebene beleuchtet.1 Was kann also Aufgabe und Mehrwert einer Ethnologie des Sports 
sein? Hat sie einen genuinen Beitrag zu leisten zur Sportforschung anderer Disziplinen? 
Sollte die Betrachtung des Sports gar ins Zentrum der Ethnologie selbst vorrücken und 
konzeptionelle und inhaltliche Impulse liefern, wie es Niko Besnier und Susan Brownell 
(2012) fordern?

[Zurück zum Inhalt / Back to Content]

1  In der deutschsprachigen Geschichts- und Politikwissenschaft, der Volkskunde und Soziologie ist die 
Auseinandersetzung mit Sport seit mehreren Jahren etabliert. Obwohl sich Methoden und theoretische 
Konzeptualisierungen mitunter überschneiden, soll hier explizit der Fokus auf die Ethnologie gelegt wer-
den, um die Entwicklungen im Fach im Kontext sportbezogener Forschung zu beleuchten. 
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In den Farben getrennt. In der Sache geeint?  
Solidarität und Kooperation rivalisierender Fangruppen  
im Ruhrgebiet und in Glasgow

Christian Brandt 
Institut für Sportwissenschaft, Universität Bayreuth, Universitätsstraße 30, D-95447 Bayreuth

Fabian Hertel
Centre for the Study of Football and its Communities in Manchester, All Saints Building, All Saints, 
Manchester, M15 6BH, England

Abstract. Rivalries among groups of supporters are a prominent feature of football fan culture and often 
an object of research. However, this article strives to exhibit that forms of solidarity and cooperation bet-
ween rival supporters are under researched but may also be expressions of this fan culture. We compare the 
situations of the German Ruhrderby and the Old Firm in Glasgow to gain knowledge on the preconditions 
for the degree of solidarity and cooperation. Although supporter groups of rival teams in Glasgow as well 
as in the Ruhrgebiet feel marginalized by increasing ticket fees and the criminalization of football fan asso-
ciations, levels of solidarity and cooperation among rival groups vary to a great extent. Whereas expressions 
of solidarity and cooperation can be found between supporters of FC Schalke 04 and Borussia Dortmund, 
those expressions are absent between the rival groups of Celtic FC and Rangers FC. This article points out, 
that beside the size of the groups, a common regional identity and a belonging based on supporters values 
among rival fans of Dortmund and Schalke supports mutual solidarity and cooperation in the Ruhrgebiet, 
while historical formed differences are stressed between supporting groups of Celtic and Rangers.
[anthropology of violence, belonging, football, fan culture]

[Zurück zum Inhalt / Back to Content]



4	 Zeitschrift für Ethnologie 141 (2016)  Heft 1

Männlichkeiten im Fußball. Amateurspieler in Österreich  
zwischen Leistung, Heterosexualität, Abgrenzung,  
Entgrenzung und Inszenierung

Stefan Heissenberger
Lesben- und Schwulenverband (LSVD) Berlin-Brandenburg, Kleiststraße 35, D-10787 Berlin

Abstract. Commonly, football is considered to be one of the most masculine types of sports. Thus, for a 
significant part of the male population, football clubs are to be viewed as one of the most defining sites of 
socialization. In previous academic discourses on football, no notice was taken of men actively participa-
ting in non-professional settings. Consequently, I have conducted eight months of field research in two 
amateur men’s clubs in Austria. By means of participatory observation taking up the role as a team player, 
the question of how different and hierarchical forms of masculinity are being constructed was investigated. 
Thereby five (interwoven) spheres turned out to be of importance for the understanding of masculinity in 
the teams: 1. Football performance. 2. Heterosexuality. 3. Dissociation from opponents, gays and women. 
4. Dissolution of boundaries of violence and emotions. 5. Staging. Whoever embodies the requirements in 
this area of tension, the best will become a leader in the team. The empirical results are being interrelated 
with theories of Raewyn Connell, Pierre Bourdieu and Michael Meuser.
[amateur football, participant observation, doing masculinity, heteronormativity, fag discourse, free zone]
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„Wir werden eine Mannschaft von Nicht-Bolivianern  
gründen“: Ethnizität und soziale Teilnahme  
lateinamerikanischer Migrant*innenorganisationen im  
kommunalen Breitensport in Spanien

Juliane Müller
Institut für Ethnologie, LMU München, Oettingenstr. 67, D-80538 München

Abstract. This essay relates current debates in the social sciences on international labour migration, eth-
nicity and migrant organisation with amateur sport. It looks at self-organisations of South American men 
and women in Seville (Spain) in the realm of football. This approach explicitly locates a sport-related phe-
nomenon within the wider context of migrants’ life and labour. Moreover, a multidimensional approach 
to ethnicity captures complex and even contradictory processes of “ethnisation” and “de-ethnisation”. 
By addressing football leagues as migrant associations and looking at their collective agency, I highlight 
discrepancies between their practical engagement with neighbourhood sports clubs, and the lack of official 
recognition and participatory channels offered to them. The paper argues that this is because of their 
public image as “ethnic” associations. An ethnographic approach is essential to move beyond the analysis 
of “front-stage” sporting events where national and regional identities are played out, and identify and 
understand social processes and negotiation behind the scene.  
[migrant organisation, sport, ethnicity, social participation, Spain, amateur football]

[Zurück zum Inhalt / Back to Content]



6	 Zeitschrift für Ethnologie 141 (2016)  Heft 1

Im Spiel bleiben. Ethnologische Perspektiven  
auf Fußballmigrationen aus Afrika

Christian Ungruhe
Section of Sport Science, Aarhus University, Dalgas Avenue 4, 8000 Aarhus C, Denmark

Martin Büdel
Institut für Ethnologie, Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg, Werthmannstraße 10, 79085 Freiburg

Abstract. African migration to Europe features various practices and pathways. In recent years, football 
has become one of them, particularly among young men. So far, academic studies have predominantly 
focused on structural dynamics and have widely portrayed parts of this phenomenon as a dubious business 
that contributes to the exploitation of thousands of young migrating players. However, since anthropolo-
gical research in this context is limited, rather little is known about the players’ actual experiences in this 
process. Hence, we aim at shifting the perspective and showing a nuanced picture of this phenomenon. By 
referring to migration biographies of two ambitious (yet rather less successful) African players we investi-
gate both how football migration relates to other forms of South-North migration and in what way it is a 
sport-specific practice. Given that African football migrants often experience precarious conditions during 
their journeys yet hold on to the hope to make it as a professional player in Europe, we further look at 
how the concept of “judicious opportunism” contributes to an understanding of their migration projects. 
[football, sport, migration, precarity, judicious opportunism] 
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Die Macht der Schwachen –  
Über Handlungsmöglichkeiten von Zivilpersonen in den  
Gewaltkonflikten Kolumbiens und Guatemalas 

Philipp Naucke2

Institut für Vergleichende Kulturforschung – Fachgebiet Kultur- und Sozialanthropologie, Philipps-
Universität Marburg, Deutschhausstraße 3, D-35037 Marburg

Abstract. This article analyzes the agency of civilians in violent conflicts. In newspapers, NGO-reports 
or scientific publications, civilians in armed conflicts are often represented as helpless victims of senseless 
violence. This representation, in which the civilian population is denied any form of independent agency, 
has been transformed discursively into the motive of the ‘innocent civilian’. Without calling into question 
that civilians too often are victims of violent crimes in armed conflicts, I argue that this particular motive 
represents only a part of the complex civilian life and that it actually obstructs the view on the agency of 
civilians in such difficult situations. In this article, the motive of the ‘innocent civilian’ will be contrasted 
with the version of an ‘active civilian’, in which the creativity, the decision-making ability and the agency 
of the civilian population is emphasized. For this purpose, the article begins with an analyses of the motive 
of the ‘innocent civilian’ and its underlying definitions and assumptions. Subsequently, the broad range of 
possible courses of action by civilians in armed conflicts will be highlighted based on selected anthropolo-
gical literature and two empirical case studies, the ,Comunidad de Paz de San José de Apartadó‘ in Colombia 
and the ,Comunidades de Población in Resistencia del Ixcán‘ in Guatemala. 
[civilian population, violent conflict, resistance, peace communities]

[Zurück zum Inhalt / Back to Content]

2  Diese Publikation entstand im Rahmen des Forschungsprojektes ‚Ziviler Widerstand zwischen kollekti-
vem Selbstschutz und lokaler Befriedung - Friedensgemeinden in den Gewaltkonflikten Kolumbiens und 
Guatemalas‘, welches von der Deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft – DFG [GZ: HA 5957/7-1] finanziert 
wird. Ich danke Ernst Halbmayer, Sylvia Karl, Lena Schick sowie den beiden unbekannten Gutachtern 
für ihre hilfreichen Kommentare und Anmerkungen.
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Who belongs to the elite? 
Insights from the study of the Franco-Mauritians 

Tijo Salverda
Global South Studies Center, Universität zu Köln, Universitätsstraße 22, 50937 Köln

Abstract: Anthropology tends not to be associated with the study of elites, notwithstanding that inves-
tigating elites ethnographically has much to contribute to our understanding of power. To facilitate this 
pursuit, however, a good understanding of who can be defined as members of an elite is helpful. A narrow 
group of only those persons directly in command, or a wider group including, for example, the elite’s 
family members? By means of investigating the Franco-Mauritians, the white elite of the island of Mau-
ritius, this article aims to explain why it matters to pay attention to the differences between narrower and 
broader definitions.
[elite, class, power, Mauritius]
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Nachruf für Ulrich Köhler (03.05.1937 – 04.08.2016)

Eveline Dürr
Institut für Ethnologie, LMU München

Ulrich Köhler war in vielerlei Hinsicht eine prominente Figur in der deutschsprachigen 
Ethnologie. Dies lag sowohl an seinem fachlichen und institutionellen Engagement als 
auch an seiner Persönlichkeit. Er konnte sich nachdrücklich und ausgesprochen hart-
näckig für eine Sache einsetzen und verfolgte seine wissenschaftlichen Ziele mit großer 
Leidenschaft, war im Gegenzug jedoch nicht immer kompromissbereit. Neben seiner 
fachlichen Kompetenz waren es wohl auch diese ausgeprägten Charaktereigenschaf-
ten, die dazu beitrugen, dass er die Lateinamerikaforschung in Deutschland nachhaltig 
prägte. Noch bis kurz vor seinem Tode wissenschaftlich aktiv, starb er nach langer und 
mit großer Geduld ertragener Krankheit in Merzhausen bei Freiburg i. Br. im Alter von 
79 Jahren.
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